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Your 
voting 

experience

When did you first vote?

Have you applied to vote by 
mail this fall?

How do you FEEL when you 
vote?



Why vote 
by mail?



Election 
Day in the 
polling 
place

If you can’t make it that day,
you don’t vote!



Possible long lines due to a 
shortage of poll workersElection 

Day in the 
polling 
place



Multiple face-to-face interactions

Election 
Day in the 
polling 
place



Voting by mail =
Voting at home



Why vote 
by mail?

• You can protect your health 
& public health.

• You can be SURE you’ll get 
to vote.

• Take the time you need in 
the comfort of your home.



What 
about 
“voter 
fraud”?

Credible research and 
investigation demonstrates 
fraud by voters at the polls 
is exceedingly rare. 

~Brennan Center (a non-partisan 
law & policy institute), 2017



Mail-in ballots:
• have security barcodes 
• require signatures to be 

matched to a registration form 

The rate of ballot fraud is 
vanishingly small.
~Heather Cox Richardson, Boston College 

What 
about 
“voter 
fraud”?



Out of billions of ballots 
cast nationwide from 2000-
2012, there have been only 
491 prosecutions for fraud 
(under 38 per year, on 
average, nationwide).

What 
about 
“voter 
fraud”?



QUIZ

Which states in the USA 
use mail-in voting as 
their PRIMARY method 
of voting?



QUIZ

1. Washington
2. Oregon
3. Utah
4. Colorado
5. Hawaii



QUIZ

1. Washington
2. Oregon
3. Utah
4. Colorado
5. Hawaii



FACT

In 2018, more than 31 million Americans 
voted by mail, representing 1/4 of election 
participants.

~Washington Post



None of the five states that 
hold their elections primarily 
by mail has had any voter 
fraud scandals since making 
that change 

~Brennan Center

What 
about 
“voter 
fraud”?



Voter fraud is very rare, and the 
risk of widespread fraud is 
probably very minimal, even 
with all-mail elections.

~Associate Professor Anthony Fowler, 
University of Chicago

What 
about 
“voter 
fraud”?



Can we 
trust the 
mail?

?



Can we 
trust the 
mail?

There may be a valid concern 
about USPS service at this 
time, but you can ensure 
YOUR mail-in ballot WILL be 
received and counted.

?



Overview 

1. Apply to vote by mail

2. Receive your ballot

3. Mail or drop off your ballot

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



1. Apply to vote by mail

a. Get info from Chicago 
Board of Elections: 
bitly.com/ChiVBM

b. Apply online: 
bit.ly/ChiApplyVBM

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago

https://chicagoelections.gov/en/vote-by-mail.html
https://www.chicagoelections.gov/en/vote-by-mail-application.html
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NOTICES TO VOTERS RELATED TO VOTE BY MAIL

• Due to Covid-19, voters are encouraged to use Vote By Mail or Early Voting before Election Day on 

Nov. 3, 2020;

• Voters may apply to Vote By Mail using this online system, or in person at the Chicago Election Board, 

or by mail, or by email;

• Voters whose completed Vote By Mail applications are received on or before Sept. 24 should receive 

their ballots between Sept. 24 and Oct. 5;

• After Oct. 4, the Board will mail ballots within two business days of receiving complete applications;

• Voters may ask to have the ballots sent to their registration addresses or to another valid mailing 

address for that voter;

• Vote By Mail Ballot Return Envelopes will have postage paid;

• Vote By Mail Ballot Return Envelopes may be completed and submitted at a Secured Drop Box at any 

Early Voting site or at the Election Board no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day, Nov. 3, 2020. If mailed, 

the Ballot Return Envelope must be postmarked before or on Election Day, Nov.3, 2020;

• The Ballot Return Envelope must be signed and dated by the voter, and that signature will be 

compared to the voter’s registration record;

• Warning: Knowingly providing false information on an application to Vote By Mail or on Vote By 

Mail materials is a Class 3 felony.



Deadline to apply:

Thurs, October 29, 5:00 pm

But don’t wait that long.

APPLY NOW.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



2. Receive your ballot

a. If you applied online, you’ll 
get an email confirming your 
application was received.

b. Ballot mailings begin on 
Sept 24.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



2. Receive your ballot (cont.)

c. You’ll get an email when 
your  ballot is mailed – with 
a unique link to a system to 
track the ballot through 
the USPS.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



2. Receive your ballot (cont.)How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago

d. Mark your ballot with 
black or blue pen only.

e. Fill in the bubbles
next to your choices.

f. If you make a 
mistake, you can fix it.



3. Mail or drop off your ballot

• SEAL your ballot in the envelope 
+ SIGN the envelope; then:

a. Send by mail – free/no stamps!

b. Send by UPS or FedEx

c. Drop off directly (2 options)

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



If you MAIL your ballot:

It MUST be postmarked by
Nov. 3 (Election Day).

But DON’T DELAY. Mail your 
ballot ASAP: 
before Oct 14.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



DROP-OFF OPTION #1

Chicago Board of Elections
69 W. Washington, 
Sept 24 –Nov 3

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



DROP-OFF OPTION #2

Secured Drop Box

• All Early Voting Sites                   
Oct 14-Nov 3

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago • Loop Super Site* 

Oct 1-Nov 3

*191 N Clark (Clark & Lake)
Generic 
image!



Early Voting Info 
(sites with Secured Drop Boxes) 
https://chicagoelections.gov/en/drop-boxes.html

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago

Excerpt

https://chicagoelections.gov/en/drop-boxes.html
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Once you submit your ballot:

You’ll get an email when:

• Your "Ballot Return 
Envelope" is received by 
the Election Board 

• Your Ballot Envelope is 
approved for counting

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago

Q: What if I make a mistake?

Cross out the mistake and write 
in your correction. Add a note 
to show it is a correction.



How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago

Q: Can someone else drop my 
ballot in a Secured Drop Box?

YES – as long as your ballot 
envelope is sealed shut and is 
properly signed by both you 
AND the person dropping it off 
for you.



Q: Can I change my mind & 
decide to vote in person?

Yes, IF you have not yet sent in 
your mail-in ballot. 

• Bring your ballot to polling 
place & ask judge to spoil it. 
Vote with a regular ballot.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



Q: Can I change my mind & 
decide to vote in person? (c0nt)

• If you lost your mail-in ballot 
or never received it, you may 
have to vote on a provisional 
ballot. 

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



Q: What if I don’t get my ballot?

Report to 312-269-7967 
on or before Thursday, Oct. 29  

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



IMPORTANT:

Once you submit your 
completed ballot, you can’t
change your mind or vote again.

How to 
vote by 
mail in 
Chicago



Early 
Voting in 
Chicago

• Oct 1-Nov 3:                                          
Loop Super Site, 191 N. Clark

• Oct 14-Nov 3:                                           
Early Voting Sites

Early Voting page at Chicago 
Board of Elections:
https://chicagoelections.gov/en/early-voting.html

https://chicagoelections.gov/en/early-voting.html


Early 
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Early 
Voting in 
Chicago

FOR EARLY VOTING:

“Government-issued photo ID is 

not required but is helpful if there is 

a question about the voter's 

registration, address, signature or if 

there are two voters at the same 

address with the same names or 
similar names.”

https://www.chicagoelections.gov/en/when-you-need-id-to-vote.html

https://www.chicagoelections.gov/en/when-you-need-id-to-vote.html


Early 
Voting in 
Chicago

Early Voting sites will: 

• Require social distancing in line

• Encourage voters to wear masks



• President/Vice President
• US Senate (Sen Durbin’s seat)
• US House
• IL State Senate  
• IL State House  
• County Court Clerk
• Cook County State’s Attorney
• Various judges
• Metro Water Reclamation District 
• BALLOT INITIATIVE

What’s 
on the 
ballot?



The Illinois Allow for 
Graduated Income Tax 
Amendment (2020) 

AKA "Fair Tax amendment”

BALLOT INITIATIVEWhat’s 
on the 
ballot?



What’s 
on the 
ballot?



What’s 
on the 
ballot?

Ballot Resources

1. BallotPedia
2. BallotReady
3. Judicial recommendations

• Chicago Bar Association
• Chicago Council of Lawyers
• VoteForJudges.org

https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
https://www.ballotready.org/


What’s 
your 
voting 
plan?



What’s 
your 
voting 
plan?

1. Check my email to see when 
ballot is mailed to me

2. Get my ballot & mark it

3. Drop off ballot at nearest Early 
Voting Site: Ray School

4. Check my email to be sure 
ballot received & approved

5. Call if problems: 312-269-7967

Example



Encourage 
Others
To Vote

1. Talk 

2. Ask

3. Post

4. Show off 

5. Connect… with 3 friends  



Encourage 
Others
To Vote

Have you requested your mail 
ballot? Tell everyone!

Did your ballot arrive at your 
house? Share how excited you are!

Did you turn in your ballot at a 
drop box or election office? Take 
a photo of the moment! 



Example



Encourage 
Others
To Vote

• Share links to accurate info 
from reliable resources. 

• NEVER share memes, graphics, 
copy/pasted info.   



Voter
Helpline

For voting problems you can’t 
resolve, phone 1-866-OUR-VOTE 


